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CHAPTER 11 - REGULATION OF SEAPLANE OPERATIONS ON CIVIL WORKS WATER
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

11-1.  Purpose.  This chapter establishes the policy for seaplane operations at civil works water
resource projects.

11-2.  Policy.  It is the policy of the Corps of Engineers that:

a.  Seaplane operations may be prohibited or restricted at water resource projects, or
portions thereof. Prohibiting or restricting seaplane operations in certain portions within a project
in no way implies that safety hazards to seaplane operations or to other recreation users may not
exist in other portions of such project.

b.  The operation of a seaplane at Corps projects is at the risk of the plane's owner,
operator, and passenger(s).  The responsibility to ascertain whether seaplane operations are
permitted, prohibited or restricted at such projects, and portions thereof, is incumbent upon the
person(s) contemplating the use of, or using, such waters.

c.  The decision to permit operation of a seaplane on any part of a Corps water resource
project shall take all safety, environmental, regulatory, and aesthetic aspects into consideration. 
Consultation with appropriate other Federal, state, and local agencies, including the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA), and local citizens groups shall be conducted during the decision-
making process.

d.  All operations of the Aircraft while upon the water shall be in accordance with the
marine rules of the road for power boats or vessels.

e.  No commercial operation of seaplanes from project waters will be allowed without
written approval of the District Commander following consultation with and the necessary
clearance from the FAA and other appropriate public authorities and affected interests.

f.  If seaplane operations are permitted, the Operations Project Manager shall be
responsible for ensuring that appropriate procedures are developed in accordance with Chapter 11
of EP 1130-2-550 and implemented at the project.  These procedures shall be developed to ensure
the safe operations of seaplanes within specific designated project areas.


